
Wolf Dog Care Checklist
Daily • Weekly • Monthly essentials for responsible wolf dog guardianship

thehappypuppers.com Page 1

Wolf dogs are extraordinary companions — but they are not typical pets. Use this checklist daily, weekly,
and monthly to give your hybrid the care, space, and structure they genuinely need to thrive.

Before you begin: Know your wolf dog’s content level — low (<50% wolf), mid (50–75%), or high (>75%).
Every care decision scales with content. When in doubt, always err toward more space, more enrichment,
and more patience.

01 Daily Exercise & Physical Needs

� Provide 3–4 hours of active exercise for mid/high-content wolf dogs; minimum 1–2 hours for
low-content.

Wolf dogs are built for trotting miles daily. Couches are not adequate habitat.

� Include varied terrain where possible — hikes, open runs, or large enclosed areas.

� Rotate activities: free running, leashed trail walks, tug, and fetch to prevent boredom.

� Never exercise off-lead in unsecured areas — high prey drive means a squirrel can trigger a bolt.

� Check paws, pads, and coat after outdoor activity for burrs, ticks, or injury.

Note
—

An under-exercised wolf dog will find its own entertainment — usually through your fence, yard, or furniture.

02 Feeding & Nutrition

� Feed 2–4 pounds of food daily, split into two meals, scaled to size and activity level.
Raw meat diets (chicken, beef) are common for mid/high-content; high-protein kibble suits low-content.

� Ensure the diet is nutritionally complete — consult a vet familiar with hybrid nutrition.
Nutritional deficiencies can drive unusual behaviours including coprophagia or urine drinking.

� Add joint supplements as recommended — wolf dogs’ large frames and high activity stress joints.

� Always provide access to fresh, clean water in multiple locations.

� Avoid feeding around small children or other pets — resource guarding is a real risk.
This is especially true in mid and high-content wolf dogs with strong pack instincts.

� Do not feed processed human food, cooked bones, or any toxic items (grapes, onions, xylitol).

Note
—

Feeding time should be calm and structured. Consistent mealtimes reduce anxiety and reinforce your role in the
pack dynamic.

03 Enclosure & Escape-Proofing
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� Verify your fence is at minimum 6–8 feet tall for mid-content; taller for high-content.
Wolf dogs can clear 8 feet with ease. Coyote rollers or inward-angled tops are essential.

� Install buried fencing (L-footer or apron, 12–18 inches underground) to prevent digging out.
Digging is instinctual. Buried barriers are non-negotiable for mid and high-content wolf dogs.

� Ensure the enclosure is at minimum half an acre per pair for mid/high-content wolf dogs.

� Inspect all fence lines, gate latches, and dig barriers weekly for compromise.

� Never leave a wolf dog unsupervised with children, cats, chickens, or small animals.
High prey drive does not switch off with familiarity. Separate spaces save lives.

� Check that all entry points are double-gated — a single gate is a single point of failure.

Note
—

Wolf dogs are escape artists by instinct, not mischief. Every unsecured inch of your boundary is an invitation to
explore.

04 Socialisation & Mental Stimulation

� For puppies: expose to varied people, sounds, environments, and animals between 2–6 weeks of age.
This window is critical. Missed early socialisation leads to fear-based aggression and territorial behaviour as adults.

� Introduce new people calmly and at the wolf dog’s pace — never force greetings.

� Provide daily mental enrichment: scent work, puzzle feeders, hide-and-seek with treats.
Mental fatigue is as important as physical. A stimulated wolf dog is a calmer wolf dog.

� If you have a single wolf dog, consider a compatible canine companion — they are pack animals.
Isolation dramatically increases anxiety, destructive behaviour, and vocalisation.

� Rotate enrichment toys weekly to maintain novelty and engagement.

� Practise calm, positive departure and arrival routines to reduce separation anxiety.

Note
—

Socialization is never truly ‘done.’ Ongoing, gentle exposure throughout life keeps fear responses from
re-emerging.

05 Training & Behaviour Management

� Use positive reinforcement exclusively — reward-based methods only.
Punishment, dominance-based, or harsh corrections reliably worsen wolf dog behaviour. They are not designed to defer to human
authority.

� Keep training sessions short (5–10 minutes), consistent, and high-value reward based.

� Focus on impulse control and ‘leave it’ as foundational skills given high prey drive.
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� Do not expect wolf dogs to respond to commands like domestic dogs — they think independently.
Low-content wolf dogs are more trainable. Mid and high-content require an enrichment-over-obedience mindset.

� Never scold for indoor accidents, howling, or destructive behaviour when needs are unmet.
These are communications of unmet needs, not defiance. Address the root cause.

� Engage a certified behaviourist experienced with wolf dogs or large working breeds for any aggression
concerns.

Note
—

Patricia McConnell’s guidance holds here: wolf dogs do not look to humans for direction. Your goal is
cooperation, not compliance.

06 Grooming & Physical Health

� Brush the coat at least once per week; increase to daily during seasonal shedding.
Wolf dogs have thick double coats designed for harsh conditions. Mats cause skin issues and discomfort.

� Check ears weekly for debris, redness, or odour; clean gently as needed.

� Inspect teeth and gums monthly; discuss dental hygiene with your vet.

� Check paws and nails monthly — trim nails or consult your vet if overgrown.

� Weigh your wolf dog monthly and track any unexplained changes.

� Schedule annual wellness checks with a vet willing to treat wolf dog hybrids.
Many vets decline due to liability. Identify a willing, hybrid-knowledgeable vet before you need one urgently.

Note
—

Grooming sessions double as body-check opportunities. Familiarity with your wolf dog’s normal state means
you’ll catch problems early.

07 Veterinary Care & Legal Compliance

� Vaccinate for rabies even though no vaccine is officially labelled for hybrids — it works biologically.
A bite incident without documented vaccination can result in mandatory euthanasia. Do not skip this.

� Keep all vaccination and health records filed and accessible — bring to every vet visit.

� Verify wolf dog ownership is legal in your state, county, and city before acquiring or rehoming.
Wolf dogs are fully legal in ~20 US states, banned in ~10, and permit-required in others. Laws change — check annually.

� Obtain any required wildlife permits for mid or high-content wolf dogs.

� Identify and pre-register with a wolf dog sanctuary or rescue in case rehoming becomes necessary.
65% of wolf dogs end up in rescues or are euthanised by age three. Having a plan protects your dog’s life.

� Discuss bite protocols explicitly with your vet so you both understand the legal implications.

� Spay or neuter your wolf dog unless under the guidance of a responsible, ethical programme.
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Note
—

The time to research vet access, permits, and local law is before you bring a wolf dog home — not during a crisis.

08 Monthly Wellbeing Review

� Assess your wolf dog’s weight, coat condition, energy levels, and any behavioural changes.

� Review enclosure integrity — fencing, latches, dig barriers, and shade/shelter adequacy.

� Evaluate whether exercise and enrichment needs are being fully met. Increase if any stress signs appear.
Signs of unmet needs: excessive howling, digging, fence-running, destructive behaviour, or aggression.

� Rotate enrichment items and introduce one new activity or scent game each month.

� Review local law updates regarding wolf dog ownership in your jurisdiction.

� Connect with a wolf dog community or sanctuary for support, advice, and resources.

Note
—

Monthly reviews catch small problems before they become crises. Your wolf dog cannot advocate for themselves
— this checklist is how you do it for them.

Reach Out to a Sanctuary or Rescue If:

� Aggression is
escalating

Do not wait for a bite incident. Act early — sanctuaries can advise.

� Legal issues arise A law change or permit denial may require urgent rehoming. Have contacts ready.

� Exercise needs cannot
be met

A wolf dog in a small yard is a welfare crisis. Sanctuaries offer better lives.

� Vet care is consistently
refused

Without medical access, your wolf dog’s life is at ongoing risk.

“Every wolf dog in a home that truly understands their needs is a life saved. Your
commitment to learning and adapting is the greatest gift you can give them.”

— Dr. Shruti Bhattacharya

For the full guide, visit thehappypuppers.com and read Wolf Dog — The Complete Guide to Hybrid Temperament, Care &
Legality.


